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On December 23, 1997, the Board of Indian Appeals received a notice of appeal and
several other filings from Mary V. Pounds, who seeks to challenge certain orders entered by 
the Court of Indian Offenses (CFR Court), Miami, Oklahoma, relating to the custody of her
grandchildren.  She also seeks sanctions against judges of the CFR Court and damages from
personnel of the CFR Court and/or the Eastern Shawnee Tribe (Tribe).  

Mary V. Pounds is evidently the same person as Mary V. McRae who, in August 
1996, petitioned the Board for a writ of habeas corpus in an attempt to regain custody of her
grandchildren from the Tribe and the CFR Court.  The Board dismissed her petition for lack 
of jurisdiction.  29 IBIA 300.

As was stated in the order dismissing Pounds' earlier filing, the Board is not a court of
general jurisdiction.  It has only that authority delegated to it by the Secretary of the Interior.  
See 43 C.F.R. § 4.1(b)(2).  The Board has not been delegated authority to review child custody
decisions made by CFR Courts.  Nor has it been delegated authority to sanction CFR Court
judges or to award damages against any party.

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Indian Appeals by the
Secretary of the Interior, 43 C.F.R. § 4.1, this appeal is docketed but is dismissed for lack of
jurisdiction. 
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Anita Vogt
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